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Madison County 

 

At 95th, Madison County is ranked at the bottom of Tennessee counties in child well-being. 
The county's best rankings include a low rate of substantiated cases of child abuse and 
neglect and of children without health insurance. The county's biggest opportunities are in 
the Education domain. Madison County had the highest school suspension rate in the state 
at 9.3 percent. The county ranked in the bottom five in 3rd- to 8th-grade students rated 
proficient on TNReady math and reading tests and in high school graduation rates.  

 

Additional challenges include almost a third of children living in poverty and a high 
percentage of births to unmarried females.  

 

Policy/Practice/Program Options to Improve Outcomes. Many of these policies have multiple 
models for delivery, including public-private partnership and non-profit leadership. 

 

• Suspension rates can be reduced through clear definitions of what constitutes 
suspendable behavior and a focus on restorative discipline practices that aim to 
improve behavior while keeping children in school. 

• Increased access to pre-K can help both math and reading proficiency in later 
grades. Early assessment of reading skills coupled with appropriate interventions 
where needed can improve reading proficiency, while increasing STEM 
opportunities in elementary and middle schools can help improve 3rd- to 8th-grade 
math proficiency. 

• Making high school students aware of the community college and technical school 
benefits available to them through Tennessee Promise can encourage on-time high 
school graduation. 

• With a high rate of child poverty, improving outreach to those who may qualify to 
receive SNAP and WIC benefits to be sure they are aware of these services can help 
ensure basic needs are met. Additionally, nutrition programs that provide food for 
school-age children to take home can contribute to food security. Expanding 
services through Family Resource Centers can also help reach these vulnerable 
populations. 

• Babies born to single mothers are at significantly greater risk of living in poverty 
than those born to two-parent households, especially when the single mom is a 
teen. Comprehensive sex education classes that include both encouragement of 
abstinence and information on birth control have been shown to reduce the 
number of teen pregnancies. 


